
T TmtTEP StATP-^ P/.TENT AN- Tb^oi^MARK OfFICE 



APPLICATION NO. 
09/435,354 



FILING DATE 
11/08/1999 



FIRST NA MED INVENT OR 
NEILHABRIS 



7590 



03/28/2003 



ALAN I CANTOR 

FOLEY & LARDNER WASHINGTON HARBOUR 
3000 K STREET NW SUITE 500 
P O BOX 25696 

WASHINGTON, DC 200078696 



■ UNITED STATKS DEPARTMhlN T OF COMMh;KCE 

Washington, D C. 20231 
www.uapto.gov 



Iattorney docket no. 

085874/0193 



CONFIRMATION NO. 
5141 



EXAMINER 



NI, SUHAN 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2643 

DATE MAILED: 03/28/2003 



7 



Please find below and/or 



attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev, 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/435,354 



Examiner 

Suhan Ni 



Applicant(s) 

HARRIS ETAL 



Art Unit 

2643 



ouiiciii 1^1 I — 

- - r.,e m«.ms date o, ccn^m,,^ .P^rs on cover «m me a^^..^..-- ■■ 

'TsHORTeL statutory PERIOO for reply ,S set to expire 3 MONTH,S, PROM 

: IS^M S 5» i. ..««« '^^iZiS^iZ'S^cS^.SSilii^ abandoned as 1f.C. S 1331. 

■ earned patent tenri adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

DIE! Responsive to communication(s) filed on n8November1999 . 
1 \V\ Tills action is FINAL 2b)IEI This action is non-final. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1^28 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above clalm{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim{s)li5Z8andlO:28 is/are rejected. 

7) EI Claim(s) ^Br\6 9 is/are objected to. 

8) n ciaim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawlng(s).edon_is/are:a)nacceptedorb)n Objected to bytheExa^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 185(a). 
Appiicam mdy aooroved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is. a)U approvea d;i_i vv 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) E1 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

3)13 All b)n Some* 0)0 None of: 

1 13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received In Application No. • 

SO copies Of the certified copies of the priority ^o^^^^.;^^-^^ -^'^^ 

.SeetheanaSSror^^^^^^^^ 

14) nAiredgmentlsmadeofacla. 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional aPPjoation has been rece^ed^ 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic pnority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or . 
Attachment(s) 



1 ) 13 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
3 El information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 6 . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 



5) □ Notice of Informa! Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) 0 Other: 
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Application/Control Number: 09/435.354 
Art Unit: 2643 

ppyATT Fn ACTION 

directed to Group Art unit 2643. 

• . the CIP application filed on 1 1/08/1999. 
2. This communication is responsive to the CIP appi 

Double Patenting 

■ „tu,e"ri^..oexclude-^antedbyapa«a„d.opreve„.poss,ble 
banssmentbymultipleassi^ees. See/„ Goorf^". » F J'' l"**- 

F 2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); ,n re Vosel. 422 F.2d 438. 

^ . , J, 8 F 2d 528 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 
l,70);and. /„ re nor.n^on. 418 F.2d 

A tt^ely filed te^inal disclaimer m compliance w..h 37 CFR 1.321() 

„a„aci.lo.p™vi-.ec..o.a.ed„„ano.-o.d„.lepa.^^^^^^^ 

,„.,ded.econflic..8apP«ono,paien.is.ow..cbeco™»onlvowned«.*..s 

.Implication See 37 CFR 1.130(b). 

, ,,^4aregis,e«da«o™eyoragen,o(record,naysig„a,en„u^ 

Effective January 1 , 1994, a regisicic 

• .^hv the assignee must fixlly comply with 37 
disclaimer. A terminal disclamier signed by the assign 

CFR 3.73(b). 
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ApplKatio»/Con«>l Number: 09/435,354 
Art Unit 2643 

3. Ctamsl-asarerejec Paten.No. 6,351,542. Alfl>oughthe 

, Mentkal they are not patentably dtstmct from each otn 
conffletingdaimsarenot.de.ncal.they ,.,8 „f this applicatton 

clatasl-7omS.PatentNo.6,351,542aresim,larmscopetocla,m 

,Uhobvionswordingvariations.Forexample: , . „s PatentNo. 

,„„,„,„lyelaimsasimilarlondspea.erdeviceasclatme<lmU.S.Patent 

,,;:ih.e— rcomp.sesa.bra.ngpanelba.ngabending.a.e.^^^^ 

. .,1. wave euide for transmitting the sound, 
for generating sound; and a wave gum 

Claim Objections 
, elaiml-sobiecteatobccanseof^efouowmgin— 

,Unesl-2,.heliml,ation„f"apbasenncorrelated,di«.seso«.ds„urce 

,,notclear.ysnppor.eaandae.aileddescribedinspeeifrcation 
Appropriate correction is required. 

T.especif.ation shall conc^^^^^^^^^^ 

n^tter.whichtheapplKantregardsas being indefinite for failing 

3. Cl.m3isre.ctednnder35U.S.C.iasecondpara.ap..^^ 
,„,^cnlarlyP-ou.anddis.inct,yclaim.besubieetmatter.h.ehappbcantrg 

. . f.>,heaxesofthepanerinline4.Thereis 
In claim 3, it recites the limitatton of the axes o 
insufficient antecedentbasisforthislimitationintheCaim. 
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ApplicatioWControl Number: 09/435,354 
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Claim Rejections- 35 use §102 

u ,^f^sTTSC 102 that form the 
T,.f„Uowi„gisa,uo.a.io„ot*eappropria.eparagraphsof35U.S.C. 

..uro..»..Uo.......ecUo..a.e>nOU.Officea..o„-. 

the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), an 

applicant for patent. j^r'^STlSC 102(b) as being 

, clatas..5..0-lU5->9an«7.2Sare,.ect.du„der35U.S.C. 

»«etpa.eabyTa.ahasW(US-5,75..S27). ^^^^,,,^„,,,^,.aif^ed — 

RegardrngclaimLTakahashidisclosesaloudspeakerdl) 

, • 9 . Takahashi further discloses the loudspeaker, wherein 
Regarding claims 2-3, Takatiasm 

. ..rm^aDolving bending wave to the panel 
1 ^;otr>r esO^ and an actuator (32) appiy^s 
source includes a panel radiator (50) ana 



radiator. 



p,aneot*epa„eHsparaUe,.a„axisa5)ofa>=duc,. 
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Application/Control Number: 09/435,354 
Art Unit: 2643 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

of U S C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.b.U. lu.^ ) 

tions set forth in this Office action: 
™i to Sthe invention was tnade. 

. J H.r-^STTSC 103(a) as bemg unpatentable 
7. Claims 7-8, 12-14 and 20-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

, u V 5 751 827) in view of Oh (US-5,524,062). 
overTakahashi(US-5,/M,»^/; .,„„«Hr 
, , . 8 i2-14and20-26,Takahashidoesno.clearly.e.cha„aco»st,c 
Regardmg claims 7-8, IZ 14 anu^ 

alternate choice, in orderto desirable.y direct me sound. 

AUowabk Subject Matter 
, C,..s..d,a,eo.ec.edtoa....dep=nd...onate.e.ed.a.ec,ai..twonid 

..„«.,e.— ..ndependent.™.nc.d..„,„..e — „..c^^^ 
and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

, ^epHora.n.ade„.ec„tdandno..e,i.nponiscons.detedpe„inen..oappiicant.s 
rZ ....concc»n.«sco„nnntnca.,ono.eat.ie.co—ns 



Application/Control Number: 09/435,354 , ^^8®^ 

Art Unit: 2643 

number for fax machine is (703)-305-9508. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday 
through Thursday from 9:00 am to 7:30 pm. If it is necessary, the examiner's supervisor, Curtis 
Kuntz, can be reached at (703) 305-4708. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 
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